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THE ONLY CHOICE WE MAKE 
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Welcome to First Congregational Church,  

United Church of  Christ!  
 

Thank you for worshipping with us today.  
 

If you are visiting with us for the first time, we invite you to stop by the round desk at 
our Welcome Center to receive a gift from our church.  While you are there, the Hospitality 
and Information Person can answer any questions you may have.  

 

Large print bulletins are available from any usher.  
 

Do you have difficulty hearing the service in the Sanctuary? 
The Worship and Fine Arts committee has published a map of the sanctuary with areas 
color coded to help hearing impaired people find the best places to sit based on the 
acoustics of the room. Ear Buds and Headphones are available to enhance hearing the 
worship experience. The ushers have a map at each doorway to help with seating locations 
and can provide Ear Buds and Headphones to those who need them.  Please feel free to 
ask your favorite usher to help you out!  
 

Childcare for infants and small children is available.  Our nursery is located to 
the left of the Welcome Center desk, down the yellow hallway.  
 

Rocking Chairs are located in the rear of the Sanctuary for those with infants. 
 

Lap Packs for young children, including coloring pages, crayons and finger 
labyrinths can be obtained from any usher.  
 

Restrooms are located in the alcove to the left of the Welcome Center desk.  
 

For more information about our programs and ministries, please call the  
church office, 965-1225, or check the website, www.fccbc.org.  

First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ  
145 Capital Avenue NE  
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017  
269.965.1225    www.fccbc.org  

 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2012 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
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PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 
 

PRELUDE  Holy, Holy, Holy       Nicaea/arr. By McChesney 
   Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love          Chereponi/arr. By McChesney 
 
   Fran Isaac and the Plymouth Bell Choir 
 
WELCOME 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
 
CHORAL INTROIT  Rejoice in the Lord              Henry Purcell 
 
 Rejoice in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice. 
      Phil. 4: 4 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP from Psalm 95 
 

L: O come, let us sing to the LORD; 
P: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
L: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; 
P: let us make a joyful noise to God with songs of praise 
 

* OPENING  HYMN  This is a Day              page 10 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
God whose thoughts are not our thoughts, 
and whose ways are not our ways, 
we confess that there are times 
when we convince ourselves 
that we can know your will and purposes 
with unquestionable certainty and clarity. 
 
You offer us visions and glimpses  
of new life in your reign of love and justice, 
but even the best of our efforts  
to embody the ways of your kingdom 
fall short of your glory. 
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Forgive us when in arrogance 
we profess to know more than we do, 
for our knowledge is imperfect, 
and best we see  
through a mirror dimly. 
 
Keep us always open to mysteries  
of your unfolding purposes, 
so that faith, hope and love 
may abide more and more in our lives. 
Amen. 

 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE  from Philippians 4 
 

L: Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
P: And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  Hallelujah 

 
 
 

HEARING GOD’S WORD  
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 

* HYMN   The Summons           page 8 & 9 
 
SCRIPTURE READING   Joshua 24: 12-28    (OT pg 216) 
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ANTHEM  Teach Me, O Lord         Thomas Attwood 
 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of they statutes; 
And I shall keep it unto the end. 
     Psalm 119:33 
 
SERMON  The Only Choice We Make   Rev. Tom Ott 
 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD 

 
 

CALL TO OFFERING 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY   Blessed Assurance         Knapp/J.S. Bach 
    (with “Joy of Man’s Desiring”)        arr. By Dobrinski 
 
    Fran Isaac and the Plymouth Bell Choir 
 
RECEPTION OF GIFTS 

 
*  DOXOLOGY
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SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 
* COMMUNION HYMN  Let Us Break Bread            page 11 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM  Draw nigh and Take the Body of the Lord        E. Thiman 

 
Draw nigh and take the body of the Lord, 
And drink by faith the blood for you outpoured. 
Saved by His body, hallowed by his blood, 
With souls refreshed we render thanks to God. 
 
He feeds the hungry with the bread of heaven, 
And living streams to those who thirst are given. 
O judge of all, our only Savior thou, 
In this thy feast of love, be with us now.   Amen. 

 
 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER  (sung by the Congregation) 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be Thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our debts  
as we forgive our debtors.  
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And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil,  
for Thine is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
GOING FORTH TO SERVE GOD  

 
* BENEDICTION 
 
* CLOSING SONG  With Praise and Thanksgiving 
 

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 
The tasks of our every day life we will face. 
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
Embracing God’s children of each tribe and race. 

  
* POSTLUDE  Toccata in B Minor”           E. Gigout 

 
 
 
 
 

*  All who are able, please stand 
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